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The '64-65 273 cyl inder head had the intake manifold bol t

holes dr i l led at  a di f ferent angle f rom al l  the rest  of  the LA

engine heads. The '7O 340-6 bbl .  T/A ]nad the pushrod holes

relocated because of  the completely di f ferent valve geat used.

with these heads (See Figure 3) '  ,These T/A heads are now hard

tof indnew'butafewdealersmayst i l lhavethem.

The ear l ier :  340 cyl inder head with cast ing number 2531894 is

no longer avai lable.  instead, the 360 cyl inder-head ga$inq
(34f8915) is used and f in ish machined to the 34O speci f fdat ions '

These heads are ident ical  to the ear ly 340 heads in terms of  port

s ize and shape, valve Sizes,  ano combust ion chamber volume and

are sold under the ear ly 34O part  number '

The ,75 318 and 360 bOth USe new "emissions" cyl inder heads'

The ear l ier  cast ings are also being superseded by these newer

heads .  f fo*"u.r ,  t t "  new 318 and 360 heads are a power loss com-

pared to the older heads

Valve Covers

Al l  thc rrLArt  engine valve covers are interchangeable except

for the locat ion and number of  holes in the top for.PCV,oi l  f i l l '

e tc.  There are ehrome dress-up valve-covers avai lable -  lef t

s ide PN P3549892 and r ight  s ide PN P3549891'

Cra nks ha f  t

The 273, 318 and 340 al l  have the Same stroke and can use

the same crankshaft .  There are,  however,  several  d i f ferent crank-

shafts avai lable.  The '68-72 34O engine used a di f ferent crank

(;N- isais68i  than the 318 al though uottr  were forged. The 318-3

i ; ; . ; - ; ; "" [ '  fpr ' r  zs+sess) is a fo iged, hardened crank but is-1to

longer avai taUie.  The '73 340 uses a cast  crank (PN 3751162) and

requires a special  damper and f lywheel or torque convertor t??: lurv '

Do not uje fo"g.A cr"rr i .  f lywheels,  dampers,  or  torque convertors

on cast cranks or v ice-versa. Al i  the- 360 engines have cast cranks

i i t i - i " "s"r-- ; . i "  bear ing diameters (2.81")  than the 2.5o" of  the

standard 318 or 340. A ful l  radius,  forged 304 Trans-Am crank

(pN P3577638) wi th a 2.96.t  stroke was used on the t9?0 T/A'race

cars but is no- iong."  avai lable.  This crank wi l l  f i t  any 273'

318 or-  340. but wi l l  require di f ferent rods or pistons to adjust

for  the dccreased stroke.

The higlr  performance 360 four barrel  engines produced in
,74-75 have r  =trot-peened cast crank for added strength'  This

crank is adequate for  Super Stobk'racing with ei ther manual or

automat ic t ransmission.


